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Abstract:

The right to legal representation before courts of first instance is one of the most important
procedural safeguards guaranteed by law to ensure justice and protect the rights of
litigants. Litigation is no longer a mere formality between parties, but has become a
complex legal process requiring a thorough understanding of substantive and procedural
rules. Hence, the vital role of the lawyer as an essential partner in achieving justice
emerges, through representing litigants, drafting pleadings and defenses, and providing
legal arguments that help the court reach a sound judgment. Libyan law regulates the legal
profession, defining the scope of a lawyer's work and the conditions for practicing law,
and specifying the circumstances under which legal representation is mandatory or
optional before courts of first instance. The importance of this representation lies in
enabling litigants to present their claims in a legally sound manner and to avoid
procedural errors that could lead to the loss of rights or the invalidation of proceedings.
The relationship between a lawyer and their client is based on a power of attorney, which
entails mutual obligations. The most important of these is the lawyer's obligation to
exercise due professional care in defending their client, maintaining confidentiality, and
adhering to the ethics of the legal profession. In return, the client is obligated to pay fees
and enable the lawyer to perform their duties. The importance of a lawyer is particularly
evident before courts of first instance, as this stage is the foundation upon which
subsequent stages of litigation are built. It is at this stage that facts are presented, evidence
is submitted, and defenses and original and incidental requests are raised. This makes the
presence of a competent lawyer a crucial factor in protecting the rights of litigants and
ensuring the proper administration of justice.

The research concluded that legal representation is not merely a private interest of the
litigants, but rather a guarantee for achieving justice and the proper application of the law.
This necessitates strengthening the role of the legal profession and developing the
legislation governing it, while expanding the scope of legal aid to those who cannot afford
it, thus achieving the principle of equal access to justice.

Keywords: Legal representation, courts of first instance, right to defense, legal

representation, civil procedure law.
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