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Abstract

The study aimed to demonstrate the role of audit committees in supporting and
enhancing the independence of the external auditor. To achieve the study
objectives, a questionnaire was prepared and distributed to audit offices. After
collecting and analyzing the data using appropriate statistical methods and
techniques, a set of results were reached, the most important of which are: There
is a role for audit committees in supporting and enhancing the independence of the
external auditor, as follows: There is a role for audit committees in supporting and
enhancing the independence of the external auditor when selecting audit
committee members from outside the company. There is also a role for audit
committees in supporting and enhancing the independence of the external auditor
when selecting, appointing, dismissing and determining the fees of the external
auditor. Accordingly, the study concluded with a set of recommendations, the most
important of which are: Working to issue binding legislation, obligating all
companies to form audit committees within each company due to the importance
of the role played by these committees within companies, including supporting and
enhancing the independence of the external auditor. Also, recommending the
selection of audit committees from outside the company and from non-executive
members, while emphasizing their independence from the company's
management, and working to activate the role of audit committees while granting
them the necessary powers that enable them to perform their tasks to the fullest
extent Especially the selection, appointment, dismissal and determination of the
auditor’s fees, which supports and enhances his independence, along with holding
training courses, workshops and scientific and professional conferences to
introduce audit committees and explain their importance and the role they play

within companies.
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