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Abstract:
This study explores the "Aesthetic Foundations of Arabic *Hurufiyya* (Letterism) in
Contemporary Visual Art,” examining it as an artistic phenomenon that bridges the
heritage of Arabic calligraphy with a contemporary visual perspective. The study aims to
analyze the formal elements and aesthetic values that govern *Hurufiyya* paintings,
establishing a general theoretical framework for understanding and analyzing this artistic

movement—without limiting the scope to any specific artist, school, or time period.

Employing a descriptive-analytical approach, the study is organized into four chapters:
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the first chapter outlines the research framework (problem statement, research questions,
objectives, methodology, and a review of previous studies); the second chapter presents
the theoretical framework through three sections (the origins of Arabic calligraphy,
*Hurufiyya* as a contemporary movement, and the governing aesthetic foundations); the
third chapter applies a unified formal analysis tool to four documented artworks by
pioneering *Hurufiyya* artists; and the fourth chapter presents the findings, discusses
them, and offers recommendations. The study concludes that the aesthetic foundations of
Arabic *Hurufiyya* are primarily rooted in five integrated values: rhythm, balance, unity,
movement, and contrast. The presence and application of these values vary from one artist
to another, depending on their individual approach to the relationship between the letter
and its linguistic meaning—ranging from complete deconstruction (as seen in the work
of Shakir Hassan Al-Said) and free abstraction (as in the work of Madiha Omar) to an
architectural construction that preserves the original meaning (as in the work of Jamil
Hamoudi).

Keywords: Arabic *Hurufiyya* (Letterism), aesthetic foundations, contemporary visual
art, Arabic calligraphy, formal values
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