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Abstract:
The study examined defence diplomacy as the peaceful and organised employment of
defence institutions and capabilities in external relations. Its primary aim was to establish
a conceptual foundation for defence diplomacy, analyse its development, distinguish it
from related concepts, clarify its strategic function and relationship with foreign and
defence policy, and interpret its international practices and associated instruments of
cooperation. The study adopted the descriptive-analytical method, supported by a
conceptual approach and limited historical tracing in explaining the evolution of the

concept. It concluded that defence diplomacy constitutes the organised and peaceful

employment of defence institutions and capabilities in support of a state’s foreign,
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defence and security policy objectives without recourse to combat force. It also found that
its practice is structured through agreements, partnerships, defence representation and
communication, thereby enhancing the stability and continuity of relations between
states. The study recommended adopting a clear institutional definition of defence
diplomacy within the relevant agencies and directing defence agreements and
partnerships towards clear and sustainable institutional frameworks that ensure the
continuity and development of cooperation in accordance with national interests and
strategic priorities.

Keywords: defence diplomacy, foreign policy, defence policy.
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