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Natural Enemies of Honey bees (Apis mellifera) in Telil,
Sabratha, Libya

Abstract:

Study was conducted with the aim of determining the natural enemies that do not
include microorganisms of honey bees during a year for two groups of beehives in the
Tellil region of Sabratha, northwest of Libya. The results showed that there are several
animal organisms that are considered natural enemies of honey bees, and their presence
has been recorded inside or near the hive. They attack bee individuals and their products
of honey, wax and pollen, often prey on larvae too; The most important of these
enemies, according to the repet of their presence in the hives and the intensity of their
hostility; were respectively, the wax moth or the large wax moth galleria mellonella L.
and the ant Cataglyphus bicolor Fab. Next are the bee-eating birds represented by the
bee-eaters of the Meropidae family, the yellow wasp Polistis gallica and the hunter-
gatherer spiders and web-weaving spiders, whose main food is honeybees.The family of
Mantidae and Muridae rats are in the last rank in terms of their danger represented by
their presence in or around the hives and the extent of damage they cause to it.

Key words: Honeybee, Apis melliffera, Natural Enemies, Spiders, Libya, galleria
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